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SUBJECT: SOVIET COMMUNICATION ON LEBANON 

1 . SOVIET CHARGE (VORONTSOV) TELEPHONED SECRETARY, 

APRIL 2, AND STATED THAT REPORTS OP AMERICAN NAVAL DEPLOY- 
MENTS TOWARD LEBANON HAD CAUSED CONCERN IN MOSCOW AND 
COULD COMPLICATE SITUATION IN LEBANON. VORONTSOV STATE- 
MENTS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY PASSED TO DEPARTMENT IN PORM OF 
NON-PAPER. NON-PAPER MADE FOLLOWING POINTS: 
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THE SOVIET UNION ADHERES TO PRINCIPLE OF NON-INTER- 
FERENCE IN LEBANON AND EXPECTS SAME FROM US. QUESTIONS 
OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF LEBANON SHOULD BE DECIDED BY 
LEBANESE THEMSELVES. US "INTERFERENCE" IN LEBANESE 
INTERNAL AFPAIRS WOULD LEAD TO SHARP AGGRAVATION OF 
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SITUATION IN MIDDLE EAST AND ELSEWHERE. MOSCOW HOPES 
THAT THE US WILL TREAT THIS SOVIET COMMUNICATION WITH 
UNDERSTANDING AND WILL NOT TAKE ANY STEPS THAT WOULD 
TRANSEORM THE LEBANESE INTERNAL CRISIS INTO AN INTERNA- 
TIONAL CONFLICT. 

2. DEPARTMENT REPLIED TO SOVIETS, APRIL 3, MAKING EOLLOW- 
ING POINTS. US HAS SOUGHT TO PREVENT INTERNAL LEBANESE 
CRISIS EROM LEADING TO REFIONAL CONFLICT. TO THIS END, 

US HAS SUPPORTED SYRIAN EEEORTS TO HELP LEBANESE PARTIES 
ACHIEVE A POLITICAL SOLUTION, EOR WHICH ARRANGEMENTS 
WORKED OUT UNDER SYRIAN AUSPICES AT END OE lANUARY PRO- 
VIDE A REASONABLE BASIS. US HAS CONSISTENTLY URGED 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS TO REERAIN FROM INTERVENING. US HAS 
EXERCISED UTMOST RESTRAINT WITH REGARD TO LEBANESE SITUA- 
TION AND HAS NOT LENT SUPPORT TO ANY OF CONTENDING FAC- 
TIONS, BUT ONLY TO LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT OF COUNTRY. 
OTHER COUNTRIES, HOWEVER, HAVE GIVEN SUPPORT TO ONE 
LEBANESE GROUP OR ANOTHER, LEADING TO SITUATION IN WHICH 
SURVIVAL OF ONE OF COMMUNITIES IS THREATENED. US BE- 
LIEVES COUNTRIES BACKING FACTIONS DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 
HAVE RESPONSIBILITY TO EXERCISE RESTRAINING INFLUENCE 
ON THESE FACTIONS. FURTHER CIVIL CONFLICT IN LEBANON 
WILL HEIGHTEN RISK OF BROADER HOSTILITIES AND US RELIEVES 
ALL RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENTS SHOULD PREVAIL UPON THE 
FACTIONS TO SEEK A POLITICAL SOLUTION AND TO REFRAIN 
FROM FURTHER FIGHTING. US WILL DO WHAT IT CAN TO THIS 
END. SO LONG AS OTHERS EXERCISE SIMILAR RESTRAINT, US 
IS CONFIDENT THAT PRESENT SITUATION CAN BE CONTAINED 
AND DANGERS OF IT DEVELOPING INTO WIDER CONFLICT CAN 
BE AVERTED. 

3. FYI: FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE WAS APPROVED FOR USE 
BY DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN, BUT QUESTION DID NOT COME UP 
IN DAILY BRIEFING APRIL 5. 
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BEGIN QUOTE: I CAN CONFIRM THAT WE HAVE RECEIVED A NOTE 
FROM THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT CONCERNING US NAVAL UNITS 
IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. WE ARE RESPONDING TODAY 
TO THE SOVIET NOTE. AS HAS BEEN REPORTED BEFORE, SHIPS 
OF THE SIXTH FLEET HAVE BEEN ORDERED TO STAND BY IN 
THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN IN THE EVENT THAT THEY MIGHT 
BE NEEDED TO ASSIST IN THE EVACUATION OF US CITIZENS 
STILL IN LEBANON. I MIGHT ALSO POINT OUT THAT WE ARE 
NOT PRESENTLY ANTICIPATING THAT FURTHER EVACUATION 
BEYOND THAT ALREADY CARRIED OUT OVER RECENT MONTHS BY 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS FROM BEIRUT 
AIRPORT WILL BE REQUIRED. END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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